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ARTIST PROFILE: NLKOK:

Nakoma is an artist, (rilzr, lec-
turer, singer and traé <icnal dancer.:
He grew up in Wiscins mn ~ad his fam-
ily eventually mov-r. tu Chicago area
where he graduated frum high school
and then earned a R3.aA. Degree from
North Centrz1l oil2ge in 1962. Other
than a tr2. - scholarship he worked
his own way (hrough college, includ- _
ing lead~rship of » group of Indian
dancerrs (n performance tours each
summer through “ne western states.

Lyon college graduation he enter- @
ed '« Peacz Corps in one of the very
firs: groupys to serve overseas. Fol- .
.owing tvaining in Oklahoma and Puer- - :
to Rico he serve’ 2 years in Bolivia, first as the sociologist for a fron-
tier colonizat?.n project ‘in the Alto-Beni region and then, at the invitation
of an Amazon t: ibz, as a teacher and community worker with them. During this
period he duvcluped a fluency in both the Spanish language and of the tribe.

Upon xetu: s home he attended the University of Chicago, School of Social
Service h- wm.nistration, to earn credits toward a Masters in community organi-
zatiorn. "t that time, 1965, the "War On Poverty" was just starting in Chicago
and ["al~aa was recruited to be a Director of the Neighborhood Youth Corps, a
pingr o providing job experience:zand:training for disadvantaged youth: Fol-
low'ng that he was hired by the City of Chicago's Commission on Youth Wei are
controlling street gang activity and channeling their energies into snu's
and organizing community resources to respond to the needs. For his wo:k ne
received several awards, including one from the Chicago Police D=pzctieut.

In the following years Nakoma continued in career jobs, inclv4.nyg dousing -
Coordinator for Chicago's Model Cities Program; as a trainer Fc¢i Veliunteers
In Service To America (VISTA); again with Neighborhood Youti Corps as the
Director in central Wisconsin; as the Job Developer and Couns-lur for the
Spanish Speaking Special Services; and as a Vocational Reha!  i{7itation Coun-
selor for the State of Illinois. ¢

From 1974-1977 Nakoma again served with the Peacr Curpe, first as a Pro-
gram Director and then as Country Director in Veneuuc‘'a, followed by Special
Consultant problem solving work in Nicaragua. Upon ret.rn he became the Co-
ordinator of "Cultural Kaleidoscope", producing, directing and moderating TV
and radio programs on cultural diversity. Nakomi al30 warked in security
through the years, including 15 years as Se.mrilv Direcior for a major hotel
corporation, and coordinated Security and Liw nrorcement courses for Chicago
City-Wide Colleges.

All through these experiences Nakoma c mtinued Lo draw, write,.lecture and
dance, finally going full-time with h®’s "Nakomz irt Traditions™ in 1997._ He
and his wife, Kati, are on the even* an’ lectare circuit every week in the
year. Married in 1971 they have tw< giown children and three grandchildren.

Since a teenager Nakoma had hze: un active member of Chicago's American
Indian Center. During that tim~ e became a proud member of the LaDeaux fam-
ily, direct descendents of Ch <~ Red Cloud of the Oglala Lakota Sioux. They
had also moved to Chicago i w the-Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota,
joining many other thousind: .f Native Americans moving to urban areas in
those days. Together, '~ =na the LaDeauxs were involved in A.I.C. activities
and danced on the Pow-wWow trail. Nakoma performed with the A.I.C Dance Club
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and competed on the A.I.C. Canoe Club team, includirg races across Lake
Michigan and around Manhattan Island, New York City Trom 1966-1971 Nakoma
served on the A.I.C. Board of Directors, was Secrz='ary of the Board, Youth
Committee Chairman and once served as the Center = .rogram Director.

Nakoma was one of the founders of the Nuti e merican Center of Southeast
Minnesota in 1984. A retired Chairman of *ha’ wative American community, he
also served many years as the leader of il s .ntertribal Bear Creek Singers
and Dancers and launched and edited th¢ Cr~uver's "DRUMBEAT" newsletter for
over ten years. He has been the Head .l aun~er for a Mdewakanton Dakota Sioux
Reservation Pow-Pow and been honore” w +i1 eagle feathers and other Native
American awards. ¥ ; )

Of mixed heritage, includir: S otuish, English and German, Nakoma's
‘strong Anishinabe-Lakota cultar:l iraditions are reflected in his works and
writings, though the verses he cuaposes and the values expressed are gen-
eral to the ancient teachiv.s of all tribes. His verses are profound, his
art combining realism and synlLolisn in great detail, and his purpose to pro-
vide attractive, caref.’1ly 4drawn urt which is educational and inexpensive.

With over 3,000 pre:catationc since the 1950's, Nakoma is an established
and respected speakar, -ndeavsring to foster a truer understanding of the
Native American ard 'he ancisnt, good values of the traditional pathway.
His knowledge of arn-.ent visdom, earth sciences and astronomy offer an aud-
jence great ir: gh. intc¢ Mother Earth, Father Sky and the meanings of the
Great Circle «F Life, symbolized by the Medicine Wheel. Although on a very
busy schedrnic Nikoma may be contacted at 507-3284240. if you are looking
for a cvogak~r, ; '

Nakom: *s art may also be purchased through the mail and a brochure and
orfer #.vm are available. A very popular author, Mary Summer Rain, highly
recumm~.ds Nakoma's art in her book, DAYBREAKR (page 107). Nakoma has a
121y~ network of dealers in his art nation-wide, but would welcome others
in.=rested in representing his works. At his events booth you are welcoe
to browse and absorb the teachings before making a selection. Nakoma -4
Rati will be there to explain anything and answer questions. Welcome 3nc

safe journeys.
* * * * * * * *x *x * * * *

TITLES OF SOME OF NAKOMA'S WORKS

(map) __ngEAVE.ﬁjeggggu
SOYRCE and DESTINY NA' : OF . eN foMMAMDMeNTS
_ .  CENTRAL AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN i '
PATHWAY TO WISDOM . & JOR THE ELDERS
Sl THE _CIRCLE IS MY PATH , _
sERe:“Eg &mns v ._|HE SACRED PIPE
TEN_CHARGES : — b - N
of the buffalo days' - %%‘;%%le—- 5!?!
A NEw DAY SN
B - MOEN OF THE WHITE WOLF
(Wit Toacwing Guide)", ©ifT OF THE EAGLE / HAWK
ANCIENT REFUGE GIPT oF THE BUFFALO/HORSE
KINRED SPIRrTS
oy cIFT oF THE WoLF /COUGAR
VARTO U5 NAT IVE MERTCAN PORTRAITS —SoiG BIRDS/HUIMGNGOIRRS /LOYoTE
ANC ERT __GREETING CARDS '
THE DIVERSITY OF LIFE . AS RELATIVES CIRCLING
THE Noox  “Qy'ss EARTH SPIRTTUALITY  TEOPLES ot nrome GF T Autenicas.

. ; : - T H STY OF
1 . » TP
N s o ey iy SACRED PIPE coming in 2025

a 5 CHERISHED VALUES
_&&.Ltn_m.pd..\u_hgd_m_ Nakoma's Verse Readings

RAVEN BRINC iE_PEOPLE ANOTHE. Gi:i. '
THE AMERICAN HERITAGE SERIES B
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RAIN BIRD

INDIAY DANGER

APPEARING

Daily At

FAIRYLAND

Saturday, August 19

Thru
Sunday, August 27

Seven Dances Da:ly

9:00 - 10-20 - {1:00
1:30 - 2:30 - 3:30/- 4:30

4 Miles West ot Custer - Hwy. 16

Nightly At

1RIPLE T CAFE

xcept Monday)
Thru Yuesday, Aug. 29 - 7:30 p.m.

Jackpot Rodeo

Tues. & Thurs. - 8:30 p.m.
Sunday - 2:30 p.m.

1% Miles East of Custer - Hwy. 16A

© Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved



o
Nakam S'c’H:wA W Cus"\'ﬂ’v -

o ‘w g‘\"“v wemben J*
Nabtive Communi fr' - abe vt 1433 © Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved




UNIQUE GIFTS
from the world of

NATU. % and the
NALIVE AV ERICAN

Nakomea & e% Tothmecarn

P.O.BOX 9354 « ' ~he '~ MN 55903
507-328-17111 « 5117-206-0739
nakomaarts@yahe ~ fon. - kativolkman@yairoo.com
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UNIQUE GIFTS
from the world of

%’%ﬂll <

NATURE and the
NATIVE AMERICAN

Nakoma & Fate Tothonar

P.O. BOX 9354 « Rochester, MN 55903
507-328-1240 « 507-206-0739
nakomaarts@yahoo.com « kativolkman@yahoo.com

Deatirs

UNIQUE GIFTS
from the world of

Nakomea & Fate Tothmar

P.O. BOX 9354 « Rochester, MN 55903
507-328-1240 « 507-206-0739
nakomaarts@yahoo.com « kativolkman@yahoo.com

UNIQUE Gt . (N “} NATURE and the
frow: ae world of ] # NATIVE AMERICAN

Nk ct’u%// Totbrnar

T.C/BOX 9354 « Rochester, MN 55903
507-328-1240 « 507-206-0739
1.« umaarts@yahoo.com « kativolkman@yahoo.com
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NAKOMA
Creator of this Native Tribes ?2p

Nakoma researched the original homelcnu location

of each tribe for over twenty years and then took
one whole winter to produce it. “hcvre are over

550 tribes noted on the map. H¢ wrote all the his-
torical notes and illustrated it with portraits of
the chiefs and other historical. figuees, the various
lodgings, tools, weapons arc< nature.

The map is copyright~J aid cannot be reproduced other

than by Nakoma. Prints ©f the map are available by 2. | 240
contacting Nakoma "¢t Traditions at (651)334=0436 507-2°¢ '~
or by e-mail - n2ion-arts@vahoo.com.

Nakoma is a wricor, artist, traditional dancer,

singer, and cu. cural sveaker with over 3600 presen-
tations sirce tae 1950's. He has served as Master of
Ceremonies it Nativaz American Pow-Wows, is a founder
and retired chairman of the Native American Center of
Southe st Minnesota, leader of it's "Bear Creek Singers
and Loncers", and has appeared many times on Public
Broadcasting System.

Naoma and his wife, Kati, are set up as vendors of
cheir art and crafts almost every weekend nation-wide
at Pow-Wows and other events. Married for forty years,
they have two grown children and three grown grand-
children. -  y :

Nakoma is a college graduate with Masters credits; has
had careers in social service directing and security
administration; produced, directed and moderated

radio and television programs; served as one of the
first Peace Corps Volunteers and been the Direcionr of
Peace Corps in Countries; lived with an Amazon tr_.Ppe
for two years; participated in Amazon explora:.ory ex-
peditions into the Amazon interior; and “c» tha City
of Chicago worked as a youth street gang vorker to con-
trol violence and to channel them into mor> poscitive
activities.

Like most Native Americans today he is of wmixed heritage,
including Chippewa-Cree, Scottis!: ™unbar), English
(Whitney), and German (Volkman). ‘@ has relatives in
Mountain area, incltding Lorri'ne (Whitney) Flynn of
Suring and Bernard Bowman (%Wh’'tuey =side) of Mountain.
They are descended from Dulcy and Ella Whitney and Ren
and Anna Whitney. The Naitivc American heritage is on

the Dunbar side.

Nakoma fondly remen>¢rs spending some of his young

years in and arourn? yountain area, including his sixth
birthday (1945) at i.he Whitney log cabin home at Camp

Four Lake, as ¢ vny fishing at Island Lake and Lake

Wheeler, deer (unting with his Dad and having venison

i n col d Storage in Mounta in B © Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved
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From Dwight Gourneau, this months profile is
>n our NAC Board of Director's Vice-Chairman, .
Yakoma Volkman. Nakoma grew up in Wisconsin, mov<
ing to Chicago area in 1953 at the age of 13. Of .
Sakaogon Chippewa heritage, he is married to Lo-
cadia (Lala) of Aztec heritage and they have two |
shildren: Dawn Maya (age 13) and Shawn Nathan(9).

Nakoma has been with the Kahler Corporatior |
1s their Security Manager since 1982. lala woikr
for IBM. Prior to moving to Rochester, N-ikou: we
Security Supervisor for the Hilton Hotci =t tiz
)'Hare Airport in Chicago and also was Cooi’'ina-
tor of Law Enforcement and Security courses for
the 7 Junior Colleges of Chicago. "akom is 13-
censed in the State of Minnesn~ta a: a qualifiea
3ecurity Protective Agent.

Nakoma graduated from collc e in 1962 with a
B.A. Degree in Sociology 2nd we; .t on tc the Uni-
rersity of Chicago for Mis’.-r's cred!:s in com-
nunity organization. '~ i “lIso a Jfugistered and
sertified social wor or .2 the ftate of Illinois,
vith many years ex;~ri-nce in administration and
management of voalou local and government pro-
zrams. Besides ™ang ish, he is fluent in Spanish
ind the Moi~icne indian dialect. He has been in
special +:2ii'ng programs at the University of
Jkla'»me 74’ in Puerto Rico in 1963 and 1969.

He ha: nad duel careers. When employed full-
tlo» 1o soclal work he usually had to moonlight
in scrurity. If he worked full-time security he
isually moonlighted in social work, neither one
1lone providing sufficient income. Only one of
nis social work positions involved individual
sase work, as a State Vocational Rehabilitation
Jounselor in charge of minority clients in a
northern Illinois five county area. All of his
sther positions were in group work, community or-
zanization, program directing, training and man-
igement. His security experience has varied from
industrial and retail to hotels.

Chicago has a very large American Indian pop-
1lation. The early 1950's saw them organizing
their own American Indian Center. The Center be-
>ame a second home for Nakoma, where he partici-
pated in it's programs and Pow Wows, later be-
soming a Board member, Board Secretary, Youth
Jommittee Chairman and Program Director in 1966.
ie also served as a Commander of the Indian Se-
curity force at Pow Wows.

‘marilly S.-ux and

Black Hills - Nakoma 4 - 194

In 1970 he was hired as a consultant to Mayor
Daley to help mediate in a protest movement be-
tween some Native Americans and the city over |
housing conditions. Nakoma was a member of ti-
Zhicago Indian Center's Dance Club and Caruc
Slub, having canoed in competition a~roas la)2
Michigan and around Manhattan Island, N v iurk.
NAC Chairman Dan King and Nakoma me’ ai the Chi-
cago Indian Center in those day: aa’ .are close-
ly associated in various pro-—am. t¢ improve the
welfare and opportunities for Na.. e Americans.

That same dedication continues ‘oday with NAC.

In the late _) I’
and early 194y‘: Nako
ma formed his own In-
dian “ance goup, pri-

Chi ewa, that enter-
tained year around,
't “he POW WOW cir-
cu.t and had 3 summer
cours through the
western States. Al- P
though of Chippewa  Nakowma own left = 1947.¢
heritage, Nakoma ; : o}'/
lived with an Oglala Sioux family originally
from Pine Ridge. Much of his dance style, songs
and costume reflect this close association.

Nakoma's employment has been quite varied.

He first zained field experience as a Peace
Corps Volunteer in Bolivia('62-'65). Two revol-
utions occured while he was there. He lived with
the Mosetene Indian tribe for 2 years, gulding
them in self-help and self-determined community
projects. He received a letter from President
John F. Kennedy thanking him for his work.

In 1965 he was hired for the "War-on-Poverty"

to set up the first Neighborhood Youth Corps pro-
' gram in Chicago.
He also worked
for Chicago's
& Commission On
Youth Welf-.e. .
controlling ae
linquernt sireet
gang =ouivity,
set ' 1iyj gang
{i =k =, channel-
. ing their ener-
¢’'2s into sports
‘ . and organizing
community resources to re norn.. to the needs. He
received a special awric frca the Chicago Police
Department for his wurk. Lventually he became a
director of a Jo+ge rea and hired and trained
others to do tne -2me work. He worked for Model
Cities;trained VISi.L workers;directed a 4-county
NYC prograr 'm Wisconsir; job developer and em-
ployment ~ounc-.or for winority centers; and pro-
ducec . Mirected,narratzd and moderated radio and
telev. s) . programs on minority cultures and is-
sues., ‘e has served as a Peace Corps Program Dir-
«c‘or, oecame ihe Peace Corps Director in Vene-
z.e 2 and wu3 a special consultant in Nicaragua.

Nakoma enjoys art(in icular native Amer-
scan thszes and portraits) and has done most all.
the art for our newsletters. He has made much of
his own Indian costume over the years and is a
drum maker. He can still fancy dance, but he much
prefers to sit around the drum and sing.

Nakoma is editor of our very professional
newsletter. He is a leader in many of NAC's ac-
tivities and we are proud and fortunate to have
him as an active member, Nakoma --- we thank you

for your deep involvement.
© Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved




Missanabis Cree First Nation

RR #4 HWY 17 E\S", BELL'S POINT Telephone (705) 254-2702
GARDEN R\ &P, Fax (705) 254-3292

ONTAF.O PL.5K9

Septembe: . 1297
Re: Na) oma Volkman
To Whom It may Concemn:

As Chief of the Missanabie Cree First Nation, I do certify that Nakoma Volkman is an
Indian artist and writer and one who authenticallv and faithfully produces works that

preserve our ancient teachings and values.

AS aN eaucator oI oul peopic ai our gaitnerings ne has demonstrated his dedication 1o
insuring that our Native communities are strengthened and that pride ¢ cu'twc is carried
on. Nakoma is "Indian" in every sense of the word, with a life-long i o1 ~nuent in the
culture and contributing his talents in art, writing and speaking for ‘%> bezefit of our
people.

With thankfulness and pride for his endeavors, and as the chose. leader of our tribe, I do,
hereby. sign such certification and support for Nakom2 \ ~kman as «u Indian artisan.

Shirley Horn
Chief

Miscanahie ( ree Firat a1

© Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved



NASTVE AMERICAN CENTER
C®  SOUTHEAST MINNESOTA, INC.

1v? . broadway, Rochester, MN 55904
507-281-4772 A

April 3, 1991

Twin Cities Indian Marke

c/o Indian Arts of 4merica, (uc.
P.0. Box 65646 \
Saint Paul, M7 285165-0€436

To Whom It May Conceri:

I understurc that you need a verification on Nakoma Volkman's
tribal <7°f.liation in order for him to paticipate in the Twin
Citier "ncian Market in May, 1991. I can testify to his Native
American identity and involvement in the culture of our peoples.

J havez known Nakoma for many years and others in our organization
tave known him for most of their lives, including Daniel King
."neida) who is the former Chairman of our Native American Center.
Many years ago Nakoma was on the Board of Directors, Youth Commitee
Chairman, and then Program Director for the Chicago American Indian
Center. ..

Of Chippewa heritage from Forest County, Wisconsin (mixed wi u

some Scottish/English heritage on his mother's side and Gevmon

on his father's side) he actually grew up in the Oglala ‘icux
culture and traditions as a member of the LaDeaux (Red ~ioud)
family from Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota. Twe oif his
brothers from that family live in Minnesota: Bill LuNecux of Minne-
apolis (612-724-6352) and Tony LaDeaux of Duluth [<'5-728-6104).

Nakoma has always been deeply involved in his <uliure, as a lec-
turer, artist, singer and traditional dancer. I kiiow him as some-
-one who seriously carries on Native Ameri an vays and values, He
is very hignly respected by our Native Amer can community, as a
leader, counselor, and as a representat’ve spokestverson for us.
Yes, Nakoma is Indian in all ways. :

If you have any further questions ‘rou may contact me at work
(507-285-7264) or at home (507=28;-c‘$4). Thank you.

Sincerely, .

WXM : £y
Rlchard Flores -
(Chiricahua Apache'
Chairman
Native American Cuiter
of Southeast “iracsota, Inc. -

© Nakoma Art Traditions, All Rights Reserved
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